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Algirdas Julius Greimas

A L G I R D A S  J U L I U S  G R E I M A S :  
P E R S O N  A N D  I D E A S ,  1

s u m m a r y

ed itor  arūnas  sverd iolas

Volume I covers the personality of Algirdas Julius Greimas.
The book opens with the Editor’s Preface.
The Autobiography section includes four texts by Greimas himself: “Remem-

bering Šiauliai” (previously published and known by the title “Then, When the Boo-
rish Blood Turned Blue”), “In Lithuania around 1941,” “Aleksys Churginas. By Way of 
an Obituary,” and “The First Attempt at an Intellectual Biography”.

Interviews contain eight conversations by various personalities with Greimas 
from different periods: “The Attempt at an Intellectual Biography,” with Vytautas Ka-
volis; “The History of Semiotics is Personal History,” with Saulius Žukas; “Interview”, 
with Jean Claude Chevalier and Pierre Encrevé; “Semiotics is the World of Common 
View,” with François Dosse; “The Master Word – Algirdas Julius Greimas,” with Ugnė 
Karvelis; “In the Beginning There was Greimas,” with Phillippe Manière; “Semantics 
and Semiotics,” with Pierre Daix; and “France is Overtaken by Insignificance,” with 
Michel Kajman and Corine Lesny.

The section of Letters presents, in the chronological order, 182 letters written 
by Greimas from 1940 to 1992 to the Lithuanian addressees Vytautas Abraitis, Jonas 
Aistis, Jonas Deksnys, Aleksandra Fledžinskaitė-Kašubienė, Kazys Jankauskas, Julius 
Juzeliūnas, Irena Kostkevičiūtė, Darius Kuolys, Bronislovas Kuzmickas, Ina Meiksi-
naitė, Antanas Mončys, Kostas Ostrauskas, Rolandas Pavilionis, Henrikas Radaus-
kas, Bronys Raila, Alfonsas Rimeika, Bronys Savukynas, Vytautas Stanevičius-Sta-
neika, Arūnas Sverdiolas, Arvydas Šliogeris, Algirdas Vokietaitis, Henrikas Žemelis, 
and Saulius Žukas, and the editor of World Literature Today Ivar Ivask.

Memoirs include recollections of people, presented in the form of written me-
moirs or interviews, who knew Greimas closely, communicated with him, or only 
occasionally met him, namely: “At Those Times in Grenoble” by Ramutė Iešman-
taitė-Ramunienė; “Iskenderun, Iskenderun” by Perkūnas Liutkus; “Algirdas Julius 
Greimas, the Man and his Work,” Teresa Keane Greimas interviewed by Luisa Ruiz 
Morena; “Algirdas Julius Greimas” by Jean Delorme; “Lithuanian Heroes: Algirdas 
Julius Greimas” by Eero Tarasti; “Greimas, My Destinateur” by Kęstutis Nastopka and 
Heidi Toelle; “What Greimas’s Silence Said,” Živilė Šlekytė-Stanton interviewed by 
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Jūratė Levina; Jonas Kubilius remembers Algirdas Julius Greimas, in conversation 
with Kęstutis Nastopka; Zigmas Zinkevičius recollects his friendship with Algirdas 
Julius Greimas, interviewed by Kęstutis Nastopka; “An Acquaintance not Quite Ful-
filled” by Tomas Venclova; “Meetings with Greimas” by Marija Aušrinė Pavilionienė; 

“Episodes from Meetings” by Bronius Kuzmickas; “A Day with Algirdas Julius Grei-
mas” by Darius Kuolys; “Remembering Greimas” by Gražina Marija Martinaitienė; 

“Bidding Farewell to Greimas” by Bronys Raila; and “In Search of Meanings” by Leo-
nas Peleckis-Kaktavičius.

The section Outlines of Biography contains two essays reconstructing the 
early period of Greimas’s life: “Beginnings: From Lithuania to France, in Peacetime 
and in War (1917–1945) by Thomas F. Broden; and “I Thought of Politics as a Serious 
Business for a Long Time” by Daiva Dapkutė.

The book closes with a Chronology of Greimas’s life by Thomas F. Broden. This 
is followed by the Indices of surnames, place names, and works, compiled by Jurga 
Katkuvienė and Giedrė Olsevičiūtė, and a description of the editorial guidelines fol-
lowed in preparing of the texts for publication in the book, composed by Jūratė Levina 
ir Giedrė Olsevičiūtė.


